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Speaker:

Kenton Seth
Author of The Crevice Gardener

JANUARY VIRTUAL MEETING
Monday, January 16 at 6 p.m. via Zoom
A Zoom link will be sent to members prior to this event

CREVICE GARDENS IN THE EAST: 
PLANTS AND PRACTICES

KENTON J. SETH is a thirty-something Colorado-based 
garden designer and hopeless plant groupie. He has a small 
nursery to grow plants for his gardens, whose locations 
range from western Colorado to the U.S. coasts and even 
a few overseas. Known for his crevice gardens, including a 
book on them, he also works with natives, dryland gardens 
and recently, meadows. Kenton’s work can be seen at  
paintbrushgardens.com, and he writes a blog at kentonjseth.blogspot.com.

Crevice gardens are finding universal appeal in all climates, and are being  
embraced by gardeners eager to break away from hackneyed styles. This 

planting system can be adapted to small spaces and one’s specific climate. Kenton 
will discuss approaches that are appropriate for the American Northeast and give 
examples of plants that thrive in crevices.

Aethionema sp. Aloinopsis spathulata can be grown in 
the East with the drainage of a crevice 

Scutellaria orientalis v. pinnatifida and other summer 
yellows in a gneiss crevice garden 

The granitic natural-style crevice garden at the entry 
of Cheyenne Botanic Gardens in Wyoming

http://paintbrushgardens.com
http://kentonjseth.blogspot.com
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FEBRUARY VIRTUAL MEETING
Tuesday, February 21 at 6 p.m.

A Zoom link will be sent to members prior to this event

Speaker:

Todd Boland
Horticulturist, MUN Botanical Garden, St. John's, NL, Canada 

SPRING ALPINES OF THE  
SPANISH ARAGONESE PYRENEES

The region of Aragon is located in the northeast area of Spain, 
running from the Ebro River in the south to the Pyrenees in 

the north. This presentation will illustrate the alpines that bloom in 
April and May within the province of Huesca. We will travel from 
the foothills of the pre-Pyrenees near the city of Huesca, north across 
several ranges to end at Piedra de San Martin, at an altitude of 5,774 
feet, near the French border. Highlights include Ramonda myconi, 
Saxifraga longifolia and Primula minima. Join Todd on a virtual tour 
of the plants that grow in this spectacular region of Europe.

TODD BOLAND graduated from the Memorial University of New-
foundland in 1994 with a Master of Science degree in plant ecology, 
with a focus on native orchids. Today he is the horticulturist at the 
Memorial University of Newfoundland Botanical Garden, where he 
designs and maintains six acres of horticultural plantings. His par-
ticular plant passions are alpines and Asian flora. Todd is the current 
vice president of NARGS and chair of the Newfoundland chapter. 
A prolific photographer, writer and international lecturer, he has au-
thored six photographic field guides on the flora of Atlantic Canada 
including Trees and Shrubs of Newfoundland and Labrador and The 
Wildflowers and Ferns of Newfoundland. More recently he complet-
ed his third gardening book, Gardening For Acid Soil: Working with 
Nature to Create a Beautiful Landscape.

Dactylorhiza sambucina

Primula integrifolia

Saxifraga longifolia

Piedra de San Martin

Llano de Lizara, Spain
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NOTES FROM A BROOKLYN GARDEN
By Judi Dumont, Chair

Welcome new Board Members!
At December’s annual meeting, two new 
directors were elected to our Board – 
Jennifer Kalb and Jess Brey. 

Welcome Jennifer and Jess!
Current Board members Judi Dumont, 

Michael Riley, Lola Lloyd Horwitz and 
Nancy Crumley were re-elected. The Board 
will meet in January and elect officers at 
that meeting. 

(Covid) Déjà vu all over again
The best-laid plans, etc., etc. We’d hoped to meet in-person for our 
December meeting, but our speaker’s lingering Covid infection 
necessitated a last-minute move to Zoom for the protection of 
all involved. Our next planned in-person meeting is in March. 
Fingers crossed!

Lingering fall or hastening winter?
Well, both actually. As of the winter solstice I still have bloom on 
several plants in the array of pots and troughs in the front of my 
house that benefit from sunny mornings and afternoons now that 
the trees have shed their leaves. They’ve soldiered through a very 
light frost or two. But frigid winter weather will be a Christmas 
guest in Brooklyn this year, as it will in much of the country. 

What to do? Should plants be protected from such drastic shifts 
in weather? Only marginally hardy ones?  I, and others I suspect, 
have been planning our future gardens around a warming climate, 
with longer periods without rain. But do we need to plan our 
gardens for extremes in weather as well? Droughts, downpours, 

Heuchera  
‘Timeless Glow' 

Viola sp.  (fall planted)

Snapdragon  (self-seeded)
Agastache rupestris

Albuca spiralis

Angelica gigas

suffocating heat and frigid bomb cyclones? And how to do it?
I don’t have the answers but I’d love to start a conversation on 

this topic. Email me at manhattannargs@verizon.net with your 
thoughts, plans and suggestions, and I’ll include them in an up-
coming newsletter. 
Beyond alpines – what’s available on the 
NARGS Seed Exchange
Those of you who haven’t delved into the yearly seed list may be 
unaware of the wide range of seeds offered. Here’s a sample:
• Trees (Abies lasiocarpa, wild collected on Oregon’s Mt. Hood)
• Woodland plants (Actaea asiatica)
• Garden perennials (Agastache rupestris, with three color forms 

offered, and one Agastache cana hybrid)
• Vines (Adlumia fungosa)
• Succulents (Agave – nine species)
• Indoor plants (Albuca spiralis)
• Bulbs (Alliums – over sixty different species and color forms)
• Cottage garden favorites (Alcea rosea)
• Cutting garden plants (Alstroemeria ligtu)
• U.S. Native plants (Amsonia hubrichtii)
• Biennials (Angelica gigas)
• Shrubs (Arctostaphylos uva-ursi wild collected in Wyoming) 
• Grasses and grass-like plants (Anthoxanthum nitens)

And these are just plants under the letter “A”!  So, take a look and 
if you’re not familiar with a plant on the list, click on the plant name 
for a Google link which will bring up photos and more information. 
The list is available on nargs.org. Just click on “Seeds” at the top of 
the home page, and then “Current Seedex.” You don’t have to be a 
NARGS member to view the list, but to order seeds, you do.

Three “A list”  
treasures available 
from the NARGS 
 Seed ExchangeThree plants that 

“soldiered” through 
 the December chill
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JESS BREY is Wave Hill’s Ruth Rea Howell Senior Horticultural 
Interpreter and has been in this position for two years. She leads 
seasonal walks, develops programs, trains volunteers, writes hor-
ticultural content, and manages the woody plant database and all 
plant labeling. 

Jess lives in Spuyten Duyvil, a neighborhood in Riverdale, with 
her husband Tom. She gardens on a covered balcony that receives 
direct afternoon sun, but not enough to grow plants that require 
full sun. She purchased many seeds from the NARGS Seed Ex-
change and plans to germinate some in her home – currently she 
has a mini greenhouse filled with salvias.

Jess and her husband enjoy camping, hiking and traveling. 
Their trips this year included a ten-mile canoe and camp in the 
New Jersey Pine Barrens and a trip to Oaxaca, Mexico. Jess’s photo 
is from their ten-mile hike into the cloud forests outside Oaxaca; 
they hiked up to 11,000 feet in elevation. Stay tuned for 
a short show-and-tell of some salvias seen on this hike.

Jess received an MPS in Horticulture, specializing in Public 
Garden Leadership, from Cornell University in 2020. During this 
program Jess studied woody plant science and design with Dr. 
Nina Bassuk and interpretation with Sarah Fiorello at Cornell 
Botanic Gardens. Jess’s thesis focused on the science behind native 
plant benefits and how to interpret their value. 

Prior to her time at Cornell University, Jess spent five years 
working at Queens Botanical Garden. She worked up the ladder 
from part-time assistant to Marketing/Development Coordina-
tor. She experienced a lot of creative freedom at this job which 
invigorated her creativity, pushing her towards interpretation and 
deeper into horticulture. 

Jess posts on Instagram as @jess_brey and shares long form 
pieces via her blog plantdomain.wordpress.com.

J.B.

INTRODUCING OUR NEW BOARD MEMBERS
JENNIFER KALB is a Birthright Gar-
dener from Worthington, Ohio – who 
moved to Brooklyn (across the street 
from me) in 1980.

Jennifer is the only NYC college 
student (Barnard & Columbia Law) I 
know who belonged to the Gesneriad 
Society, the Indoor Light Gardening 
Society, the Begonia Society and The 
Pits. (She even brought back bromeli-
ads from her Haiti honeymoon.)

One day in the 1980s, Jennifer 
brought a colleague from the Chase 
Law Department to visit my Beginner Out Back Garden. Her 
gardening friend was Judi Dumont – who gifted me a blueberry 
bush. 

During the 1980s Jennifer was rolling away huge boulders from 
the back of her house, having discovered that she had moved into a 
garden-with-rocks thanks to the Wisconsin Ice Sheet.

At the same time, Jennifer worked hard to save the St. Marks Av-
enue Prospect Heights Community Garden – and all NYC commu-
nity gardens – from Mayor Giuliani’s 1999 Auction-to-Developers. 
(NYC/Giuliani had mapped community gardens as “Vacant Lots.”) 
Jennifer's legal and gardening skills helped create the Brooklyn 
Queens Land Trust.

Over the years Jennifer always came to the East Village 
community garden spring plant sale – but only after becoming 
an Esq. (Ret.) did she actually join MCNARGS. She has become 
an avid seed-sorter at Lola Horwitz’s – starting NARGS seeds, 
then planting seedlings out in her ancient rocks garden. Jennifer 
Kalb has come full garden circle: she joins the MCNARGS’ Board 
headed by her longtime friend Judi Dumont!

Patti Hagan

Saturday, January 14, 2023
Virtual Study Day

Starting at 11 a.m. via Zoom
Moderated by Todd Boland and Elisabeth Zander

Guest Speakers:
JAMIE ELLISON

Dwarf Ericaceae for Alpine Gardens
SANDY HORN

Conifers for the Rock Garden
TONY REZNICEK

Dwarf Shrubs for All Seasons in the Rock Garden

Register online at www.nargs.org
NARGS members: $25

Non-members: $50/$55

SMALL WOODIES

http://plantdomain.wordpress.com
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And in other news….
Abbie Zabar, Assistant to 
the Program Chair, has 
told us that she’s stepping 
down from that position. 
Abbie, who is part of the 
very fabric of MCNARGS, 
has held a variety of posi-
tions over the years as part 
of the MCNARGS leader-
ship team. I am personally 
viewing this as a mere 
hiatus for her from a role 
on the leadership team, as 
we do not want to be with-
out Abbie’s talents for long. 
Thank you, Abbie!

(And don’t forget to 
follow her on Instagram  
@abbiezabar where she “writes, draws, designs, but unapologeti-
cally gardens when all else fails.”) 

Judi Dumont

Dues are:
• $30 for a 1-year membership
• $75 for a 3-year membership

To renew, you can mail a check (payable to MCNARGS) to our 
membership secretary:
  Nancy Crumley
  324 Seventh Avenue  #4R
  Brooklyn, NY 11215

Dues can also be paid by PayPal and there are two ways to do it: 
(1) Go to your PayPal account and send payment to 
 mcnargsweb@gmail. com. Be sure to provide your name and 
email address. 
(2) Visit our website – www.mcnargs.org. Go to the JOIN US page 
and scroll down to the PayPal menu. 

If you have a multi-year membership and are unsure of your 
status, please email Nancy at nancycrumley@gmail.com or call or 
text her at (347) 907-2382.

HAVE YOU RENEWED YOUR  
MCNARGS MEMBERSHIP FOR 2023?

As noted in the November/December newsletter, Susan 
Steinbrock and her husband Pat are decamping for their new 

house (and first garden!) in Brooklin, Maine. Susan and Pat have 
been Park Slope residents since 1982, and they’ll be missed by 
long-time friends and neighbors. 

And, of course, the MCNARGS family will miss Susan as well. 
She was elected to the Board in December 2019, and accepted the 
post of Program Chair. With the pandemic, Susan quickly shifted 
from planning in-person meetings to learning to deal with the va-
garies of Zoom, as our meetings (and speakers) went fully online 
until this past September. We’ll have the benefit of the speakers 
that Susan has booked for the remainder of our current season.

I’d like to thank Susan for her work as Program Chair, as well 
as her help on our plant sales and her calm presence as a member 
of the Board. Thank you, Susan!

Anyone who ’d like to learn more about Susan’s plans for the 
new garden in Maine (“an ecological landscape planted with indig-
enous plants”) can re-read her article in the September/October 
2022 newsletter. We’re hoping for a talk from Susan in the future 
as she develops the garden.

FROM BROOKLYN TO BROOKLIN – OUR LOSS IS THEIR GAIN

Speakers include

GERALD GLOADE, ALLAN BELLIVEAU, ESTHER 
WRIGHTMAN, JULIA CORDEN, JIŘI PAPOUŠEK

The program will feature the very rich diversity of 
plant habitats in Nova Scotia, including coastal 

barrens, gypsum deposits and the Acadian forest 

See the NARGS website for info:  www.nargs.org

Online registration starts soon

2023 NARGS  
ANNUAL MEETING 
DALHOUSIE UNIVERSITY
Truro, Nova Scotia 
June 8–11

Susan wrapped for winter, and her new home in Maine

Abbie at the 2015 MCNARGS plant sale. 
(Photo by Yukie Kurashina)

MCNARGS WELCOMES   
OUR NEW MEMBERS

Janine Rosario
Cathy Sohn

Again, the garden aims toward a center
Always, the garden looks up

– from “The Garden Poems” by Joe DiMattio



MANHATTAN CHAPTER OF THE 
NORTH AMERICAN ROCK GARDEN SOCIETY
101 West 104th Street
New York, NY 10025

FIRST CLASS MAIL

WE HOPE TO SEE YOU AT ALL OUR UPCOMING EVENTS
Submission deadline for March/April issue: February 20

FOLLOW US ON  
FACEBOOK & INSTAGRAM

Memo: 
Be sure to pay 

your 2023 
membership 

dues !

UPCOMING  MEETINGS

JOIN TODAY. NARGS is for gardening enthusiasts interested in alpine, 
saxatile, and low-growing perennials and woody plants. Annual dues in 
the U.S. and Canada are $40, payable in U.S. funds. VISA/Mastercard 
accepted. 

Benefits of membership include: The Rock Garden Quarterly with 
articles on alpines and North American wildflowers; annual Seed Exchange 
with thousands of plant species; study weekends and annual meetings in 
either U.S. or Canada; and book service.

Join online at www.nargs.org. Or write: Bobby J. Ward, Executive 
Secretary NARGS, P.O. Box 18604, Raleigh, NC 27619-8604. 

The NARGS Quarterly is available online and members have free 
access at www.nargs.org/rock-garden-quarterly.

THE NORTH AMERICAN   
ROCK GARDEN SOCIETY

THE MANHATTAN CHAPTER of the North American Rock Garden Society, 
founded in 1987, is a group of gardening enthusiasts who are interested in an 
eclectic range of plants, with emphasis on alpine and rock gardening selections. 
Our programs cover a broad spectrum of special interests such as rock and alpine, 
succulents, woodland, bog and planted walls, as well as trough and container gar-
dening. While we’re based in New York City, we welcome members in any location!
The Urban Rock Gardener is a newsletter published by the Manhattan Chapter of 
the North American Rock Garden Society.
© 2023 Manhattan Chapter of the North American Rock Garden Society
No material published in this newsletter, printed or virtual, can be reproduced 
without the express permission of its author.
Cityscape artwork used with the permission of Abbie Zabar. All rights reserved.
Our gratitude to Michael Riley for donating the printing and mailing of the Urban 
Rock Gardener.

MCNARGS LEADERSHIP
CHAIR 
Judi Dumont
PROGRAM CHAIR 
Open
TREASURER 
Michael Riley
SECRETARY 
Lola Lloyd Horwitz
MEMBERSHIP SECRETARY 
Nancy M. Crumley
BOARD MEMBERS 
Jess Brey
Jennifer Kalb
TOUR DIRECTOR 
Tara Douglass
NEWSLETTER EDITOR 
Jack Kaplan

NEWSLETTER PROOFREADER 
Nancy M. Crumley
NEWSLETTER FOUNDING EDITOR 
Lawrence B. Thomas 

Website: www.mcnargs.org
Email address: manhattannargs@verizon.net

Submissions to newsletter: jkaplan1313@gmail.com

Tuesday, March 21 (in person)
TBA
MICHAEL HAGEN
Curator, New York Botanical Garden 
Native Plant Garden and Rock Garden

April date and program to be announced

WE WANT TO HEAR FROM YOU!
The Urban Rock Gardener welcomes contributions from everyone – new members 

and old,  whether they have a garden (rock or otherwise) or simply a solitary 
plant on a windowsill. Be it a photo, story, adventure, misadventure, thought or 

opinion, don't keep it to yourself – share it with us!  While we can't promise to 
print your contribution, we guarantee it will be given our due consideration.

Please send whatever you have to the editor, 
Jack Kaplan at jkaplan1313@gmail.com


